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Toward the Unification of Currency
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Early Modern Times From the late 16th century to the late 19th century

During the Edo Era (1603-1867), the Shogunate issued gold, silver, and copper coins. As a result, Japanese coins superseded
the Chinese coins that were in use. The currency in circulation differed region to region and in some areas paper money such
as clan notes were circulated.

In the middle of the 18th century, the use of money in small denominations spread, and money came into widespread use
even in rural villages.
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Mining Gold and Silver
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Mining Development for Gold and Silver Coins
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Mining Development in the 16th Century
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Sekishugin (Silver)
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Gold Ingots
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What Are Fundokin Gold Ingots?
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Re-start of Coinage by the State After Roughly 650 Years
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The Unification of Money: Gold, Silver and Copper Coins
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Outflow of Gold, Silver and Copper
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Control of External Trade and Materials for Money by the Shogunate
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Export of Copper Coins and Copper Ingots
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Money Promotes Commercial Activities
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Financial Power of the Moneychangers
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Credibility of the Moneychangers
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Moneychanger's Sign "Copper Coins on Sale"
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