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The First Coins
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Ancient Times From the 7th to the mid-12th century

Japan issued metal coins from the latter half of the 7th century through to the middle of the 10th century, as it aimed to build
a centralized government based on the ritsuryo code. Minting of coins ceased in the mid-10th century, and after that
commodities such as rice, and cloth made from silk and hemp, which had also been used as money up until that point,
continued to play a monetary role.
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The Start of Coinage by the State

mTeRsE - EAL

Silver Coins Without Inscription and Fuhonsen Copper Coins
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Silver Coin Without Inscription
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Fuhonsen (Copper)
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Coins Get into Circulation
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Promoting Circulation of Wado Kaichin Copper Coins
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Money and Daily Life in the Nara Era
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Shopping at Marketplaces and Daily Life
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Issued in the Nara Era
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Rice and Cloths in Place of Coins
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